
 

Our Mission Statement… 

We are Christ’s family, joined to him and to one 
another (Eph. 2:19-22, 4:16; 1 Cor. 12:27; John 15:5-
8). In following the direction of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and sharing his love with others (Matt. 28:18-
20); 
 

1) We are committed to learning, living and 
teaching the Word. 

2) We are committed to seeking the need for God 
in each other. 

3) We are committed to celebrating His presence 
in our lives. 

4) We are committed to reaching out to touch the 
lives of others with God’s love. 

Family of Christ Lutheran Church 

285 County Road E 
Houlton, Wisconsin 54082 
(715)549-6140  
E-mail: fochoulton@gmail.com 
www.familyofchristhudson.org 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Sunday~ 
9:30 a.m. - Worship w/communion 
10:45 a.m. - Education Hour for All Ages; 
 September—May 
 Sunday School (age 3—Grade 5) 
 Youth Group (Grades 6—12) 
 Adult Bible Class 
6:00 p.m. - Worship w/communion (thru Nov. 11) 
Wednesday~ 
5:30 p.m. -  Confirmation Class (Grades 6-7-8) 
6:30 p.m. -  Youth  
6:30 p.m. -  Worship w/communion (beginning                                 
                                                          Nov. 18  
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Ash Wednesday and Midweek Lent Services.   As we move 

into the month of February, the church begins to focus on 

Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent.   This year, we are 

planning to hold an in -person Ash Wednesday Service on 

February 17, at 6:30pm.   The sign -up for the service will go 

out in the weekly emails plus any additional details.   Cur-

rently, I encourage you to focus on the purpose and im-

portance of Lent.   It is the time in the church year to reflect 

on Jesusõ sacrifice for us, and all that He endured on our be-

half.   Usually, some people will choose to give up something 

during Lent to recognize the sacrifice of Jesus.   However, this 

is not required, but if you choose to do this, then treat it as a 

reverent moment between you and the Lord.   If you choose 

not to give up something, then I still encourage you to reflect 

on what Jesus did on your behalf, why Jesus had to go 

through it, and most importantly the abundance of Godõs 

grace and mercy that we received because of Jesus.   Yes, it is 

a somber time in the church.   However, it is also a season of 

anticipation and celebration because we live each day in 

Godõs mercy because of Jesusõ sacrifice.  I pray that God will 

grant you a blessed Season of Lent, that you would take this 

time to get into Godõs Word daily, that you will take the time 

to reflect on your own sinfulness, and that you will seek rec-

onciliation where you have done wrong towards others.   In 

all things, go in Godõs peace, grace, mercy, and love. 
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Dear Members, 

 

As Jesus ascended into heaven, He encouraged His disciples to wait until the Holy 

Spirit comes.  I recognize that took place on the Day of Pentecost, and we are coming up on 

the Season of Lent.  However, it is an important part of our day-to-day life as Christians.  

Martin Luther wrote in his explanation to the Third Article of the Apostlesõ Creed, òbut the 

Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept 

me in the true faith.ó 

 Here, Luther explains, that without the Holy Spirit we would not know, trust, 

believe, or even have faith in God.  The Spirit is needed for our spiritual life, and above all to 

know who God is, especially to know what Jesus has done for us.  As Luther stated, the Spirit 

brings us into a relationship with God.  From the Bible we can find this type of wording in 

multiple locations, but for now I want to look at Titus 3:5, where Paul talks about a washing 

of regeneration and renewal through the Holy Spirit. 

 Have you ever stopped to think about what that means?  Probably not, be-

cause we do not often encounter this text in the Bible.  Yet here we have words that speak of 

regeneration and renewal.  What does it mean to be regenerated?  Regeneration, according to 

the dictionary means renewal or restoration.  Therefore, if you have ever broken a bone, then 

once it heals you can say, òmy bone(s) regenerated!ó  When it is put in that perspective what 

does it mean to be regenerated through the Holy Spirit? 

 First, it means that we must be broken.  In order to be regenerated the object or 

individual must have sustained an injury or some type of destruction.  This means, whether 

you like it or not; you are broken.  Yet, in this instance it is not a physical breaking, but a 

spiritual one.  Therefore, what is broken for you spiritually? 

 Let me also remind you of 1 John 1:8, òIf we say we are without sin (broken), 

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.ó  Yes, 1 John 1:8, tells us that we are broken 

because of sin.  It is an injury or destruction that we cannot deal with or heal on our own. 

 This brings us to the second part; we need something to impact our broken-

ness and bring forth healing!  Going back to the broken bone, sometimes we need surgery to 

allow it to heal properly, yet it takes time, immobility, and a great deal of patience to accom-

plish this task. 

 Thinking back to sin, God healed it, but it took time and a great deal of pa-

tience on His part.  God recognizing our brokenness and need for regeneration sent Jesus.  

He came to endure the things that we in ourselves could not, and He took our brokenness to 

the cross.  There He suffered and died on our behalf to regenerate all things. 

 Now we must return to the importance of the Day of Pentecost, especially as 

we prepare for Lent.  The regeneration through the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see our bro-
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kenness, and as the Spirit carries out His tasks of calling, gathering, enlightening, sancti-

fying, and keeping us in faith; He brings us into a relationship with Jesus.  There our spir-

itual life is regenerated, and in that moment, we recognize how broken we are but also how 

great God is! 

 Despite how we feel about being called broken, we need to look past that and 

towards what God has done for us in Christ.  This brings us to the Season of Lent.  The Sea-

son of Lent pushes us to realize how broken we are and leads us to reflect on our need for Je-

sus.  As we focus our attention on Jesus, we begin to see the joy of salvation that is ours, but 

also the gift of forgiveness, which truly regenerates, restores, and reconciles us with God.  In 

that moment, as we recognize what has been done, our mindset should shift from a somber 

one to the joy that is ours in Jesus. 

 Today, I encourage you to recognize the regeneration you have received 

through the Holy Spirit.  It is a call to a renewal, a revival in the Lord, and to take hold of the 

promise that is ours because of what Jesus did for us.  Yet, during this season of Lent, I en-

courage you to go where the Spirit truly regenerates us, which is through the Word of God.  

Get in Godõs Word daily, let it enrich your life, and feel the calling of the Holy Spirit on 

your life.  He is calling; are you listening?  He is calling; can you hear?  He is calling us all 

back to Jesus, to open our hearts and minds to the joy, salvation, love, peace, grace, mercy, 

and forgiveness that is ours.  Today live regenerated by the Spirit! 

 

Pastor Czischke 

(Pastorôs message continued from page 2) 

Dear members, 

 

It is with both joy and sadness that I write this short section.  Unfortunately, we are 

now entering a time of separation as I step away to serve the men and women in my Battal-

ion.  It is not easy stepping away or leaving this church.  However, I am confident in Pastor 

Lund and the leaders of this church.  They will serve you well and continue the faithful 

proclamation of Godõs Word.   

Yet, I also encourage the members to remain steadfast in Godõs Word and continue 

to work with Pastor Lund and the Church Leadership so that the church moves forward in 

accordance with Godõs mission of Word/Sacrament and Care ministry.   

I will continue to lift you all up in prayer.  More than anything I pray Godõs peace, 

grace, strength, and protective hand be upon you until we meet again. 

 

God bless,   

Pastor Czischke 



Page 10 

God is the producer. the Holy Spirit is the director.  
And I am a terrible actor.  

I am so thankful that Jesus is the editor. Thank God for grace. 

• Why is lettuce the most loving vegetable? Because itôs all heart. 

• What happens when you fall in love with a French chef?  You get but-
tered up. 

• What did the paper clip say to the magnet? I find you very attractive. 

• What did one watermelon say to the other on Valentineôs Day? Youôre 
one in a melon! 

• What did the bat say to his girlfriend? Youôre fun to hang around with. 

• What do you call a very small valentine? A valentiny! 

• What did the flame say to his friends after he fell in love? I found the 
perfect match! 

• What did one squirrel say to the other squirrel on Valentineôs Day? Iôm 
nuts about you! 

• What did the chocolate syrup say to the ice cream? Iôm sweet on you. 

• What did one owl say to the other owl on Valentineôs Day?  Owl be 
yours! 

• What did one light bulb say to the other? I love you a whole watt! 

One tree can start a forest;  
One smile can begin a friendship;  

One hand can lift a soul;  
One word can frame a goal;  

One candle can wipe out darkness;  
One laugh can conquer gloom;  
One hope can raise your spirits;  
One touch can show you care;  

One life can make the difference,  
be that One today.   

The man who gets into a cage full of 
lions at the circus impresses every-
one except a school bus driver.  
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òI am not commanding you, but I want to 

test the sincerity of your love by compar-

ing it with the earnestness of oth-

ers.  For you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he became poor, so 

that you through his poverty might be-

come rich" (2 Corinthians 8:8 -9). 
 

Without commands or even arm -

twisting, St. Paul encourages, even chal-

lenges, the Church in Corinth to demon-

strate the sincerity of their faith by their 

generosity in giving. He does this be-

cause giving generously is a gift of the 

Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  
 

St. Paul wrote: òBut just as you excel in 

everything ñin faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in complete earnestness and 

in your love for us ñsee that you also ex-

cel in this grace of givingó (2 Corinthians 

8:7). In other words, just as we grow in 

faith and speech and knowledge of eter-

nal things by the Holy Spirit through the 

Word of God, so also do we grow in giv-

ing from the same Spirit through the 

same Word.  
 

The problem is that the grace of generos-

i ty often grows cold in us. I tõs not  so 

much that we stop giving, but we donõt 

put it first. We treat it like all the other 

bills that must be paid. It becomes a 

chore, just one more thing to check off a 

list of things to do. That empties it of its 

spiritual power and robs us of the joy 

that Christ and the Scriptures assign to 

it.  
 

On top of that, since this generosity is 

linked to faith and knowledge of divine 

things, a lack of excelling in giving is 

sure sign that our faith and knowledge of 

God are under attack as well.  
 

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of 

generosity: the generosity of Christ Him-

self. Even though He was rich, He be-

came poor so that we who are poor might 

become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suf-

fering, and death of our Lord on the 

cross is the reason, source, and driving 

force for our generosity in giving to the 

church.  
 

And since Christ who was rich became 

poor so that we might be rich in His 

graceñof which generous giving is 

partñso we also who are rich in His 

grace can excel in pressing His grace into 

service toward the gracious work of the 

church.  
 

Pay attention to what you give to the 

church so that you may excel at it. And if 

you find that your heart has grown cold 

or indifferent toward it, immerse your-

self in Godõs Word. Read it at home. At-

tend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it 

preached in the Divine Service. Be re-

minded of what Christ has done for you 

in His incarnation, suffering, and death. 

For this will strengthen your faith and 

knowledge. And where that excels, so 

will the grace of giving excel also.  
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2 ~ Laura Blinkman 
7 ~ Jen Dornseif 
7 ~ Beckett Gehring 
11 ~ Mitch Fanning 
12 ~ Angie Brown 

14 ~ Scott McConaughey 
14 ~ Carol Ormston 
15 ~ Laurie Kietlinski 
17 ~ Charity Palmer 
18 ~ Sue Klatt 

18 ~ Jeremy Rydeen 
21 ~ Keegan McConaughey 

22 ~ Sheryl Carlson 
22 ~ Kelsey Powers 
23 ~ Pastor Chad 
25 ~ Sabrina Smith 

26 ~ RoseMary Hayenga 
27 ~ Anna Volovsek 
28 ~ Cade McDonald 
28 ~ Riley Schachtner 
28 ~ Lauren Kordt 
28 ~ Vic Weyland 
29 ~ Mike Rivard 

Mike & Elysia Lindquist 

8 on the 12th 

 

Russ & Nancy Callender 

37 on the 14th 

 

Jerry & Renee Daniels 

58 on the 24th 

If your special day is missing or incorrect, please notify the office. 

FOC members are you ready to experience one of the most re-

warding experiences of a lifetime?   March is creeping up on us 

and that is the month our church is responsible for running the 

Hudson Food Shelf.   The Hudson Food Shelf is located in the low-

er level of St Pats Church in Hudson.   It is run entirely by volunteers.   Twelve local 

churches each take charge for a month and FOC is in charge of March.   We need to 

provide 2 volunteers for each day Mon -Thurs.   The time is 8:30 until 1:00.   Some 

days are shorter.   It depends on how many clients are signed up for the day.   Don't 

worry about not knowing what to do.   We will be there to help you.   If you have 

physical limitations we can deal with that.   No heavy lifting.   All you need is a gen-

tle heart.   With the new covid restrictions there is no contact with the clients.   We 

bag the groceries and they pick them up.   We stay safe.  Either sign up at the back 

of the church or give me a call to schedule a time that you can help.    

Deb Schouten   715-377-0107  

We still do backpacks . Please consider taking an Aldi bag from the rack 

in the narthex. Fill the bag with items on the list inside and bring it 

back the following week when you come to church. These bags are to 

help support families in need in the Houlton area. Questions should be 

directed to Annie McConaughey. amcconaughey1@gmail.com  
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Cash Flow Statement 
                  December 31   Year-to Date 
Income ï donations                $ 48,575.00             $ 245,141.90 
Building fund donations                     705.00        6,715.00 
Fundraiser income                      0                    0    
Rent                                                                                  0                             500.00 
Misc. income                    6.54                              401.97 
   Total Income       $ 49,286.54  $252,758.87 
  
Less Expenses (includes Int. on Loan)        $ -27,066.96           $  -196,351.36 
   Net income     $   22,219.58            $     56,407.51  
 

Less principal loan payments   $  -1,956.19             $  -22,945.88 
   Balance                $  20,263.39               $   33,461.63     
 

Building loan balance 12/31/19   $394,891.43 
   Total principal payments year to date      -22,945.88   
   Loan balance 12/31/20   $371,945.55 
Loan payments each month are $ 3,514.11 

Bank balances as of 12/31/20 
   General checking                                                  53,163.71 
   Unrestricted savings                                         11,341.95     
                                                                               64,505.66 
 

Restricted savings (& contingency)                        116,253.34 
Total cash assets                                                 $180,759.00 
 
 

Full financial statements are available in the Church office and a copy is on the bulletin 
board. Deb Zwiefelhofer, treasurer 

Family of Christ Sunday school children have been sponsoring a child 

from Kenya, Samuel , since he was 5 years old. He is now 18.  

Compassion International asks that we commit to the sponsorship at 

least until age 18, but they allow us to continue until age 22 if we so 

desire. The children took a vote and decided that they would like to con-

tinue.    

We can help by continuing to pray for him and also support the coins 

for missions project. Bring your coins on the for the òJingle Offeringó on the 3rd 

Sunday of the month.  
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Monthly Bible Study - Saturday, February 13 th  ð 9:00am 

ALL women and friends of Family of Christ are invited to 

join FOC LWML for fellowship and our monthly Bible 

study.   This monthõs study, òLive a Sparkling Lifeó, will 

be taken from pages 18 -19 of the Winter 2020 Lutheran 

Womanõs Quarterly magazine. Extra copies will be available.  Please RSVP to Ber-

nice Lentz at 715 -781-2308 or Rosemary Hayenga at 651 -600-2840 so we are able to 

arrange for social distancing.   

Thinking of You  
 
In this time of masks, social distancing, and restrictions 

in gatherings of Church, family, and friends,  

Stewardship invites you to participate in an activity we 

are calling Thinking of You. The object of this venture is 

to replace the void in personal contact imposed by Covid 

by initiating more connections with one another.  This ac-

tivity is for all ages . . . kids from 1 to 95.  Kids are great 

at hand -made cards and art -work and Seniors especially enjoy their hand -made 

crafts.  Young people are adept at any media communication and who wouldnõt en-

joy receiving a smiley face, poem or artwork from them.  We encourage phone calls, 

messaging, hand -made/store-bought cards, Thinking of You notes, etc.; especially 

for those who are less comfortable with technology.  People of all ages enjoy art-

work and messages from the young at heart.  

 

We encourage everyone and all age groups to participate in Thinking of You.  It is 

our hope that it will bring joy and friendship to both giver and recipient, and that it 

will enrich our Family of Christ relationships as well as those of family and 

friends . . . and that makes for a guaranteed day brightener!  

 

Thank you, in advance, for your participation . . . A N D . . .  

 
   for bringing a little bit of sunshine to someoneõs day! 
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Calling an Interim Pastor  

At the January 10 Voters meeting, the Congregation of Family of 

Christ unanimously voted to extend a call to Pastor Robert (Bob) 

Lund to serve as an Intentional Interim Minister. Pastor Lund offi-

cially accepted the call later in the week. Pastor Lundõs installation 

will be on Sunday, February 7 at the 9:30 service.  

An Intentional Interim pastor serves for a specific purpose and a pre -

determined period of time. In this case, the purpose is to provide full -time ministry 

to Family of Christ while our called pastor serves during a military deployment. 

The time period will begin in February 2021 and is planned to end in the Spring of 

2022, when Pastor Chad returns from deployment and is ready to resume full -time 

ministry.  

I know Pastor Lund is eager to begin working at Family of Christ and getting to 

know all the members of the congregation. He will work with Pastor Chad begin-

ning on February 1, to transition responsibilities before Pastor Chad begins his de-

ployment on February 15. Please join in welcoming Pastor Lund and his wife Diana 

to Family of Christ.  

Rev. Robert L. Lund  

Robert Lund holds a BS in Engineering 

Physics from South Dakota State Uni-

versity.  He worked for 3M in St. Paul, 

MN where he began taking classes at 

Concordia College St Paul.  He lived in 

Hudson, WI He graduated in 2008 with a 

degree in Biblical Studies, and then un-

dertook the Specialty Ministry Program 

(SMP) thru Concordia Seminary in St. 

Louis, Missouri. Robert was ordained in 

the LCMS on 3/20/2011 and graduated 

from the SMP in 2012.  
 

From 2008 to 2011, Robert served as Vic-

ar in a dual parish of St. John Lutheran 

in Rapidan, MN and Trinity Lutheran in 

Lake Crystal, MN. After his ordination, 

served as their pastor until 2016, while 

still working full time as a Sr. Process 

Engineer. More recently, Robert had 

served as interim pastor in another dual 

parish at Zion Lutheran and St. James 

Lutheran both in Northrop, MN. In June 

2020 he retired from his secular career to 

devote more time to the church. Rev. 

Lund is currently completing the certifi-

cation for the Intentional Interim Minis-

try (IMM).   
 

Rev. Lund has a desire and talent for 

reconciliation and describes himself as 

gentle and forgiving. He enjoys teaching 

Bible studies and classes for youth and 

adults.  
 

On a personal side Robert enjoys being 

in nature, fishing and hunting. He and 

his wife Diana have two adult children 

and several grandchildren.  
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed
 1 

9:00am ~ Womenõs Bible Study 
 

2 
 
 
6:30pm ~ Menõs Bible Study 

3 
 
5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8)
6:30pm ~ Youth 

7  
9:30am ~ Worship service 
10:30am ~ Education hour 
 
 
 

 8 
9:00am ~ Ruthõs Quilters 
 
6:00pm ~ Elders 
6:30pm ~ C.A.Y.R. (womenõs  
                                Bible Study) 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  
 
5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8)
6:30pm ~ Youth 

14 St Valentine’s Day 
9:30am ~ Worship service 
10:30am ~ Education hour 
 
 

15 Presidents’ Day 
9:00am ~ Womenõs Bible Study 

16 
 
 
 
6:30pm ~ Menõs Bible Study 
 
 

17 Ash Wednesday
 
5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8)
6:30pm ~ Youth 
6:30pm ~ Worship service

21 
9:30am ~ Worship service 
10:30am ~ Education hour 
 

  
 

22  
9:00am ~ Ruthõs Quilters 
 
6:30pm ~ C.A.Y.R. (womenõs  
                                Bible Study) 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8)
6:30pm ~ Youth 
6:30pm ~ Worship service

28  
9:30am ~ Worship  
10:30am ~ Education  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

February 2021  
Family of Christ Lutheran Church  
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• Please note there is always the possibility of meetings and events being cancelled and/or 
added. Be sure to check the weekly bulletin for changes.  

• To have events and meetings included on this calendar page, they must be noted on the 
calendar in the office before the 22nd of every month.  

Wed Thu  Fri  Sat  

5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8) 
6:30pm ~ Youth  

4 5 
Church office closed 

 

 

6 

 

 

5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8) 
6:30pm ~ Youth  

11 
 
  
 
 
 
 

12            

Church office closed 

 

 

13 
 9:00am ~ LWML 

17 Ash Wednesday 

5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8) 
6:30pm ~ Youth  
6:30pm ~ Worship service 

18 
 
 
 
6:30pm ~ Church Council 
 
 

19  

Church office closed 

 

  

20 
 

5:30pm ~ Confirmation (6,7,8) 
6:30pm ~ Youth  
6:30pm ~ Worship service 

25 
 
 
 

26  

Church office closed 

27 

 

  

 

  
 


